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                     MLA Annual Meeting was held on July 10th, 2010   

The Annual MLA Meeting was held at the Winthrop American Legion Building.   
Charlie Todd was the guest speaker and he spoke on eagles.  Did you know that an eagle is fully grown in four 
months?    
The Business Meeting was held with the election of the MLA Board of Directors.  
Next years Annual Meeting is set for Saturday, July 9, 2011 at the American Legion Hall in Winthrop. 
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“ Keep our Lake Alive”  

Maranacook Lake Association - Membership   
Your dues and contributions will be used to further our Mission to protect and improve the water quality 
of Maranacook Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all. Please help us to recruit new members to 
protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake.  If you have already paid your 2010 
dues, thank you for continuing your support.  
For more information about MLA and membership forms, please join us at www.maranacooklakeme.org 

Loon Count on Maranacook   Every year, more than 1,000 volunteers head out on Maine’s lakes and ponds to 
count loons for the annual Maine Audubon Loon Count on the third Saturday in July. Although this study has 
provided great information about the size of Maine’s loon population, the desire is to know more about how well our 
loons are doing. How many of the loons that we count each summer are nesting? How many nests fail? How many 
chicks fledge from our lakes and ponds each fall? Although there have been isolated efforts in different regions of the 
state to monitor loon productivity, this is the first state-wide effort using volunteers to get much needed data on how 
well loons are doing in Maine. Our count revealed 27 adult and 2 newborn Loons on Maranacook Lake.  
The essential questions we are trying to answer for each lake or portion of a lake in the Loon Productivity Study are: 
1. Are loons present and if so, are they a mated pair attempting to nest?  

2. If they nested, did they hatch chicks, and if so, how many? 

3. If they hatched chicks, did they survive to at least six weeks of age? 

For more information on the “2010 Loon Count”, please stay tuned to the Maine Audubon website.  

http://www.maineaudubon.org/conserve/citsci/loon_mysteries.shtml                                         

 Photo by Sheila Dorey 

October on Maranacook  
It has been a summer for the record books!  
Our summer started in April, and we had many days with temperatures in the 80’s and 90’s.  
The colorful leaves of fall are showing their faces, smiling and leaving for the winter, so it is time to take the docks 
and boats out, and get ready for winter.  Have a great Winter Season. 
                                                       

It’s a Buoy! During the late summer a 
new hazard marker buoy appeared on the 
East Shore of the South Basin of the 
Lake. This was the result of a 
communication with MLA President Eric 
Falconer about a shallow lake bottom in 
this location. Eric contacted the Maine 
Dept. of Conservation to address the 
hazard. They immediately responded and 
installed the new buoy. 
Thanks to all involved in rectifying this 
situation.   
http://www.maine.gov/doc/ 
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        COURTESY BOAT INSPECTIONS (CBI)  
 

Since implementation of the Courtesy Boat Inspection program at Maranacook Lake in 2004, inspectors have completed 
7,707 boat inspections! Maranacook inspections comprise approximately 20% of all Cobbossee Watershed inspections, 
thereby evidencing the importance of boat inspections on Maranacook in deterring the spread of invasive aquatic plants 
within the Cobbossee Watershed. In 2010, inspections decreased slightly due to the two full and three partial rain day 
cancellations. Funding support from your Maranacook Lake Association, the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed and 
the towns of Winthrop and Readfield allowed, on average, 20 hours per week of coverage at both the Readfield and 
Norcross Point public launch sites from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend.  The two Maranacook 
sites are part of the ten sites staffed throughout the Cobbossee Watershed, the largest regional CBI effort in the state. 
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YOUTH PLANT PATROL (YPP)  
 

Prevention efforts like Courtesy Boat Inspections (CBI) may be the “first line of defense” against the threat of invasive 
aquatic plants (IAP), but Early Detection initiatives like Invasive Plant Patrols (IPP) are equally important. The few IAP 
control success stories, including Salmon Lake and Damariscotta Lake, exemplify the importance of prevention and 
early detection in limiting the spread of IAPs.   
 

Last year, the Friends established a Youth Plant Patrol (YPP) team who surveyed and mapped the vegetation of many 
lakes and streams that comprise the Cobbossee Watershed.  Included in the survey were 12 public boat launches, major 
inlets & outlets for each water body, and other highly susceptible areas.  This year, in continuation of the program, the 
team, staffed by Whitney Grass, the Friends’ AmeriCorps summer intern and recent Bowdoin College graduate; and 
Ethan McGuire, a senior at the Maine School of Science and Mathematics in Limestone, Maine, surveyed 11 lakes and 9 
boat launches. Sixteen and a half hours were spent surveying Maranacook Lake where Whitney and Ethan observed a 
plethora of native aquatic plants including Farwell’s water milfoil, northern water milfoil, elodea, eel grass, naiads, and 
pondweeds. No invasive aquatic plants were observed on Maranacook Lake. For a complete listing of non-invasive 
aquatic plants in Maranacook, visit the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitors website at 
http://www.mainevolunteerlakemonitors.org/lakes/. Both Ethan and Whitney completed plant identification training 
provided by the Maine Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants, part of the Volunteering Lake Monitoring Program. 
 

The YPP program is made possible due to funding support provided by Friend’s members, along with business sponsors 
Knowlton-Hewins-Roberts Funeral Services, Downeast Energy, Wolfington Group, Homestead Realty, and Kristie 
Rowell Insurance Services; as well as local lake associations from Torsey, Maranacook, Annabessacook, Cobbossee, 
Berry/Dexter/Wilson and Tacoma Lakes. 
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DIVER ASSISTED SUCTION HARVESTER (DASH) 

 

The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed have been awarded $33,250 from the Maine Milfoil Consortium to fight 
variable leaf milfoil, a non-native aggressive plant that can take over entire water bodies.  Variable leaf milfoil is 
found throughout much of Cobbossee Stream, Horseshoe Pond, Pleasant Pond, and now Purgatory Stream where it 
was first identified in late June 2010. These infestations put all of Maine’s 6,000 lakes, especially those within the 
Cobbossee Watershed, at extreme risk by increasing the likelihood of spreading invasive aquatic plants through 
“aquatic hitchhiking” from one neighboring lake to another.  
 

In response, the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed have built their own Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting 
(DASH) unit (essentially a pontoon boat with a pump that provides suction for the “plant vacuum” and a hookah 
diving system to supply air to divers) based on Lake Arrowhead Conservation Council’s working system that has 
already removed tons of variable leaf milfoil from Lake Arrowhead. The Friends’ DASH pumping system was tested 
on September 29th; final modifications will be made over the winter and the unit will be fully operational by early 
summer 2011! Watch out milfoil, ‘because here we come! 

 

 


