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Gardening to Conserve Maine's Landscape For more please see page 4.

Join us for  the MLA Annual Meeting to be held July 19th

The Annual MLA Meeting will be held at 10 AM, July 19, 2008 at the Winthrop American Legion Building.

Guest Speaker-Bill Monagle, Director of the Cobbossee Water District will speak on the Maranacook Lake
Watershed Management Plan.

MLA Annual Meeting Schedule
                                           Speaker @ 10 AM          Business Meeting @ 11 – 12 noon

                                                                  Refreshments will be served.

The Courtesy Boat Inspections MLA teaming up with the Friends of Cobbossee to provide Courtesy Boat
Inspections on Maranacook Lake. To see more information please see page 3.

 

M L A  

“ Keep our  Lake Alive”

 Maranacook Lake Watershed Management Plan Please see page 2 for details.

Use Phosphorus-free Fer tilizer–Lawns Green / Lakes Clean Please see page 3 for more information.

Maranacook Lake Association - Membership Dr ive
                                                                            We cannot do the good we do without your help!

 Please join us and help to protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake.

 Your  dues and contr ibutions will be used to fur ther  our  Mission to protect and improve the water  quality
of Maranacook Lake and its watershed for  the benefit of all.

Please complete and return the enclosed membership form for  your  2008 MLA Membership.

I f you have already paid your  2008 dues, thank you for  continuing your  suppor t.

Thank you!

Spr ing has sprung !!!
Spring has come to Maranacook Lake. On April 22 the winter ice disappeared into water. On April 21, the day
before the ice left, I saw the first pair of loons on the lower basin. The week was like a summer week with
temperatures in 60s and 70s. Upon the ice leaving, the boats were back complete with fishing apparatus. With this
very nice weather burst, I was able to repair my docks and launch them into the lake.  See page 2 for more.

Volunteers needed for  Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) – Interested in keeping invasive plants like milfoil out of
Maranacook?  Do you like to Kayak, canoe or even use your pontoon boat?  The Friends of the Cobbossee
Watershed & Maine Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants are co-hosting an IPP Field Survey workshop on Pleasant
Pond on August 2 from 8:00 a.m. – noon.  Volunteers needed!  FMI, see www.watershedfriends.com or
www.mciap.org



                                                                    
         

Spr ing has sprung !!!
Spring has come to Maranacook Lake. On April 22 the winter ice disappeared into water. The loons are back, fishing
and looking for a nesting sights and a chance to mate in their favorite cove. The eagles have been present this year
and are very visible in their quest to hunt and maintain their presence on Maranacook Lake. It is great that our lake is
attractive to many species of wildlife.
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Maranacook Lake Watershed Management Plan Discussed by Cobbossee Watershed Distr ict
(CWD).
Bill Monagle, Director of the CWD will speak on the plan at the MLA Annual Meeting.

A proposed plan to protect and improve Maranacook Lake was presented at a public forum held at the Winthrop
Town Office on Feb. 26th. Bill Monagle, Exec. Dir. of the CWD indicated that the plan was in a draft form and
outlines recommendations to address and counter a number of threats to the Maranacook Lake water quality.
Discussion of the plan covered such topics as non-point source pollution, including sediment erosion and phosphorus
runoff, invasive aquatic plants, such as variable water-milfoil, shoreline erosion, local land use regulation, and public
outreach and education. The plan was prepared by the CWD in partnership with the Kennebec County Soil and
Water Cons. Distract (KCSWCD), The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed, MLA, the Readfield Code
Enforcement Office and Maine DEP. Funding was provided by U.S. EPA, under Section 319 of the Clean Water
Act. An electronic copy of the draft plan will be available for viewing or downloading by contacting KCSWCD’s
website at www.kcswcd.org. Or for more information, contact Bill Monagle at CWD at 377-2234 or via email
cwd@fairpoint.net                                                                             story courtesy of The Community Advertiser

  Photos provided by Rick & Sheila Dorey
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Courtesy Boat Inspections on Maranacook Lake    Recently we have been working on involving the
towns of Readfield and Winthrop in contributing support dollars to our CBI inspection efforts on
Maranacook Lake. In early April, the Friends of Cobbossee of Watershed and MLA approached the
Winthrop Council to contribute $3,000 for CBIs on 4 lakes in Winthrop. JoEllen Cottrell presented the facts and
figures to the council to help them understand the needs to protect our lakes from invasive plants. The Winthrop town
council has included the measure in their current budget process. Eric Falconer submitted a partition to the Town of
Readfield to contribute $2,200 for lakes in Readfield. The town of Readfield approved the warrant item at their May
15 town meeting.
FCWS and MLA will be working together to staff the CBI needs at the north and south boat access ramps this
summer.

“ Eagles on Maranacook”  ±
                          Photo provided by Duane Phillips

Maine Lakes are:
  Lakes are Assets!
     Lakes are Fragile!
        Lakes need Care!
           Lakes need our Help!
How?
 - Stop runoff
    Prevent erosion from your road, parking
    areas, shoreline and garden.
  - Maintain a wooded buffer.
  - Limit lawn size and mow less often.
  - Stop raking and leave the duff.
  - Avoid fertilizer, herbicides and
     pesticides.
   - Cover bare soil and mulch paths.
   - Preserve habitat for wildlife on land and
     underwater.

- Always check your boat, trailer and
  equipment for plant fragments before
  launch and after take out.

From Maine COLA-www.mainecola.org
or 877/254-2511

PEARL ± Environmental information
source. www.pear l.maine.edu

Lake Monitoring Volunteer Program
www.mainevolunteer lakemonitors.org
 or 207/783-7733

Kennebec & Somerset County Soil &
Water Cons. Dist. -   www.kcswcd.org
or 207/622-7847 ext. 3.

The MLA Website is coming soon.
In the near future you will be able to go to www.maranacooklakeme
and view our new website. Please stay tuned. We will inform you
when it is up and running. For the time being you can go to
Maranacook Lake Association sponsored by the Friends of
Cobbossee Watershed on the web.

Use Phosphorus-free Fer tilizer  – Lawns Green / Lakes Clean   Research shows that rain washes phosphorus
from fertilized lawns into lakes. Since 50% of Maine drains to a lake, we must help protect lakes from phosphorus
pollution. Just one pound of phosphorus can produce 10,000 pounds of lake weeds and algae!  Most soils in Maine
have enough phosphorus to keep a lawn healthy. An application of lime will make that phosphorus more available to
your lawn. Help Stop Phosphorus Pollution in Lakes – Use Phosphorus–Free fer tilizer !  Too much algae turns
lakes green, leaving unsightly, smelly scum and killing the cold water fish (trout, salmon, etc.) Clean water  star ts
with you! Soil test kits are available at Univ. of Maine Coop. Ext. Offices, http://anlab.umesci.maine.edu or call
207/581-3591                   Story courtesy of Maine DEP www.state.me.us/dep/blwq/lake.htm or call 207/287-3901



  Maranacook Lake Association
  P.O. Box 6
  Winthrop, ME  04364

Look for  our  link on The Fr iends of the Cobbossee Watershed web
page @ www.watershedfr iends.com

The mission of the Maranacook Lake
Association is to protect and improve the
water  quality of Maranacook Lake and its
watershed for  the benefit of all.

The objectives of the Maranacook Lake
Association are to:

·  Promote public awareness of water
quality related issues;

·  Educate the public about strategies to
protect water  quality related issues;

·  Enlist citizen, community
organizations and municipal
involvement;

·  Suppor t initiatives by agencies and
related associations benefiting the
Maranacook Lake watershed;

·  Conduct programs and projects to
achieve our  goals; and

·  Promote responsible stewardship for
present and future generations.

I f you would like to join us, please submit
the enclosed application, along with one
year ’s dues to the address on the
application.

From University of Maine Cooperative Extension Bulletin 2500
Gardening to Conserve Maine©s Landscape: Plants to
Use and Plants to Avoid
By Lois Berg Stack, Extension ornamental horticulture
specialist         ( Following are excerpts)

Maine©s landscape is famous for its variety. Within the state one
can find ocean beaches, lakes, rivers, mountains and forests.
Native plants are those species that either arrived in Maine
without human intervention, perhaps thousands of years ago, or
originated here. Non-native species were brought intentionally
for horticultural or other uses, or came accidentally in ships©
ballasts, crop seed or in soil. Some non-native plants continue
to escape from cultivation and become naturalized in wetlands,
lakes, woods, fields or roadsides. Non-native Plants Considered
Most Invasive in Maine Include:

·  purple loosestrife / Japanese barberry

·  Oriental bittersweet / Japanese knotweed

·  smooth and common buckthorn

·  non-native honeysuckles / garlic mustard

·  multiflora rose / small-flowered tickle-grass  

For more information see: The Maine Invasive Plants fact sheet
series @ www.umext.maine.edu/publications/homegarden.htm.


